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(D) coordinate with civil society groups
that help advance voter education, voter reg-
istration, and election observation;

(E) minimize bureaucratic hurdles for ac-
creditation of citizen and international ob-
servers and ensure they have unfettered ac-
cess to all aspects of the electoral process;
and

(F) work with the United Nations and the
international community to enfranchise mil-
lions of Nigerian citizens that have become
internally displaced due to violent conflict;

(8) urges political parties in Nigeria to un-
dertake reforms that reinforce democratic
values and good-governance, including by—

(A) holding candidates, elected officials,
and party operators accountable for efforts
to interfere with elections, including vote
buying, voter intimidation, and electoral vi-
olence;

(B) addressing financial and other barriers
that routinely block women and young peo-
ple from participating or running for elected
office; and

(C) addressing electoral corruption, pa-
tronage, and clientelism;

(9) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment and the international community to
continue to invest in programs aimed at ad-
vancing voter education, electoral security,
conflict mitigation, electoral dispute resolu-
tion, anti-corruption efforts, as well as the
development of political parties in Nigeria,
including—

(A) funding pre- and post-election data col-
lection with the Government of Nigeria and
INEC in accordance with the best election
data maintenance and accessibility practices
to ensure there is a free open source for post-
election data that is transparent and perma-
nently available to the public;

(B) supporting the right of Nigerian citi-
zens to vote in elections that are free, fair,
credible, and consistent with international
democratic standards;

(C) promoting accountability for any indi-
vidual that seeks to use violence, intimida-
tion, or corrupt electoral practices to under-
mine peaceful credible elections in Nigeria,
including through consideration of targeted
financial and travel sanctions;

(D) enabling citizen and international ob-
servation initiatives unfettered access to ob-
serve and issue reports on the pre-election,
election day, and post-election processes, in-
cluding independent verification of election
results to the greatest extent possible; and

(E) working alongside the Government of
Nigeria to call out and address
disinformation about the electoral process or
from malign external actors;

(10) calls on candidates running for the of-
fice of the president, governor, and Federal
and state elected offices to publicly commit
to peace and to pursue the resolution of elec-
tion disputes through peaceful means; and

(11) calls on the Secretary of State to pur-
sue diplomatic engagement to encourage a
peaceful and transparent electoral process in
Nigeria in 2023, including by coordinating ef-
forts among various United States Govern-
ment agencies and departments to further
good governance, strengthen democratic and
electoral institutions in Nigeria, and prevent
intercommunal violence.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 37—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSI-
NESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. CARDIN submitted the following
resolution; which was referred from the
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration:
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Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship (in this resolution referred
to as the ‘‘committee’) is authorized from
March 1, 2023, through February 28, 2025, in
its discretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2023.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2023, under this resolution
shall not exceed $2,5618,098, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2023, through September 30,
2024, under this resolution shall not exceed
$4,316,738, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(¢) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2025.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2024, through February
28, 2025, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $1,798,642, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;
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(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F') the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations” of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2023;

(2) for the period October 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2024; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2024, through
February 28, 2025.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I have
one request for a committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
has the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 7, 2023, at 5:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting.

—————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 299

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for the first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 299) to amend title 31, United
States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing resolutions.

Mr. KAINE. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2023

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 8:20 p.m. today and proceed
as a body to the Hall of the House of
Representatives for the joint session of
Congress provided under the provisions
of H. Con. Res. 11; that upon dissolu-
tion of the joint session, the Senate ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 9; that following the prayer and
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